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Hi folks,  

Happy new year!  

As we enter 2026, I’m sure we all realise that the world as a whole is in-
creasingly unsettled. Part of this is the increasing polarisation of the political 
scene. For example, internationally, the American president  and his associ-
ates seems hell-bent on stoking up division, in Europe as elsewhere; while 
the Russian president continues to peddle his own ‘alternative truth’ to justi-
fy his ongoing, unprovoked destruction of a sovereign nation.  

 Meanwhile, 2025 was the second-hottest year, globally, on record – just 
behind 2024, while fossil fuel emissions reached an all-time high. The reality 
of climate change and the threats that it poses are hard to deny.  

So how do we enter 2026 without succumbing to despair? Here are a few 
suggestions:  

• Enjoy the world around us – for example, 
family, friends, our gardens, the beauty of the 
Somerset Levels and the Polden Hills and its 
wildlife.  

• Do what you can, not what you can’t – none 
of us can change international politics, but we 
can do things that enable us to be responsible 
citizens – for example, in choosing to live a lifestyle that involves lower 
carbon emissions.  

• Get to know the Creator – the One who created our world does not de-
light in the destruction of his creation – but he is sovereign still.  

Let’s hope and pray for 2026 to be less polarised and more peaceful than 
2025! 

Every blessing,  
Rich Tweedy  
vicar@poldenwheel.co.uk  

  

 

ASHCOTT PANTOMIME DECEMBER 2005. SEE PAGES 4 & 5 
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The following activities listed below regularly take place in the Village. A 
contact name and telephone number are also given for those requiring fur-

ther information on any activity. 

Ashcott Ladies Rounders Team Ali Evans 210828 

Ashcott Village Hall  Committee Debbie Shingler                210947      

Ashcott Parish Council Vicky Young  860827 

Ashcott Garden Club Trish Hulatt 210861 

Playing Field Pavilion Bookings Paula Willoughby 210523 

Ashcott Youth Football Colin Macpherson 07921210364 

Avalon Stitchers  Daphne Willis 07484101425 

Coffee Morning - Ashcott Church Marion Folkes 211246 

Ashcott Garden Show Kay Wensley 210973 

Line Dancing (U3A) Elaine Robertson 01458 840252 

Miles & Hurman Trust Sandra Frampton 210050 

Baby & Toddlers Paula Willoughby 210523 

Retired Men’s Breakfast Club Ian Bagg 210770 

Pantomime Sue Wilton 210585 

Ashcott Beer Festival Duncan Cameron 210713 

Short Mat Bowls Jenny Todman 210437 

Table Tennis Peter Rendle 210583 

Table Tennis (U3A) Wendy Fouracres 07890604059 

Village Agent Main Line 01823 331222  

W.I. Angela Nutt 210889 

All Saints Church  John Harvey 210562 

Ashcott Church Bell Ringers Henry Routley 210238 

VILLAGE ACTIVITIES 
 

If there are any other activities which you may be interested in,  and 

 possibly like to help organise, please contact the Chair:  

 Debbie Shingler on  210947 
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Month Meeting Date —7pm On 

Monday the 

Items for the agenda by 

5pm on Tuesday the 

January 19th 13th 

February 16th 10th 

March 16th 10th 

ASHCOTT PARISH COUNCIL  
The Parish Council wish you all a Happy New Year and 

best wishes for 2026. 

In case you missed last month there is a new method of contacting 

highways to report faults. 

Please report on their portal on this link  

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and 

parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/ 

 

ashcottpc@gmail.com 

Dates for Upcoming Meetings 

3 

 

                                                                  

 
Polden Wheel Church Services January 2026 
Sunday 4th January  Epiphany (White) 
  9.30 Catcott  Holy Communion (BCP)   
11.00 Chilton Polden Informal Worship 

Sunday 11th January  Baptism of Christ (White) 
  9.30 Burtle    Holy Communion 
11.00 Ashcott    Informal Worship ** 
  4.00 Edington  Holy Communion 

Sunday 18th January  Epiphany 3 (White) 
10.00 Shapwick   Café Church 
10.30 Chilton Polden Holy Communion 

Tuesday 20th January 
  7.00 Catcott   A Quiet Service  

Sunday 25 January  Epiphany 4 (White) 
  9.30 Shapwick  Holy Communion 
11.00 Burtle    Informal Worship 

  6.30 Ashcott    Holy Communion  

Wednesday 28th January    
10.00 Edington  Holy Communion 

Sunday 1st February  Third Sunday before Lent (Green) 
  9.30 Catcott  Holy Communion (BCP)   
11.00 Chilton Polden Informal Worship** 
 
 
** With Polden Praise 
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ASHCOTT VILLAGE HALL PANTOMIME - DICK WHITTINGTON 

Another great pantomime, written and directed by Sam Lewin and produced 
by Sophie Hunt-Davison. 

This year it was the panto classic Dick Whittington, where young Dick 
(Rosalyn Pole-Evans) goes off to London to seek his fortune.  Dick has fallen 
in love with Alice Fitzwarren (Emma Davies), the daughter of Alderman Fitz-
warren (Sue Wilton).   Along this path of true love Dick has to contend with 
the threats and antics of King Rat (Chris Weeks), one of panto’s great vil-
lains.  Dick and his new-found friend Cat (Charlotte Honeybun), are helped 
through their troubles with King Rat by the ever-watchful Fairy Bowbells 
(Lee Searle).    

King Rat is eventually defeated, Dick becomes Lord Mayor of London and he 
and Alice are reunited.  A perfect ending. 

There was wonderful singing with six numbers from the chorus and through-
out the story we had great comedy from Sarah the Cook (Matthew Le-
Hunte), Idle Jack (Charlie Tearall) and Idle John (Taylor Searle) and, of 
course, Captain Barnacles (Marcus Vaz) and Boson Billy (Sam Lewin).   

Thanks to Splatlot for creating the wonderful scenery, providing the back-
ground to Dick’s adventures, and congratulations to everyone who helped to 
deliver this amazing pantomime possible.  Well done everyone! 

See you all next Christmas. 
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PANTO                                                                   2025 
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Tuesday 13th January  
 

7.30pm 

in the   VILLAGE HALL 
 

‘Badgers 

in my Kitchen’ 
  A talk by Pauline Kidner 

from Secret World Wildlife Rescue Centre. 
All welcome.         £2.50 for non - members  
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NEXT DATES: 6th JANUARY &  3rd FEBRUARY 
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 Gardening 

 Lawn Mowing 

 Weeding 

 Hedge Cutting  

 General Maintenance 

 Paths, 

 Decking  

 Roofs 

PRESSURE WASHING: 
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Please phone to pre-order 07494 809650 

Friday 28th November 
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M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 

 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 

* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
 

Bath Road, Ashcott,  

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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UNIT C, BATH ROAD 

ASHCOTT, SOMERSET 

TA7 9QJ 

 

MON TO FRI   8.30am  -  6pm 

SATURDAY  8.30am  -  1pm 

• SERVICING & REPAIRS 

• MOT’S ARRANGED 

• TYRES FITTED & BALANCED 

• AIR CONDITIONING, SERVICING & REPAIRS  

• WHEEL ALIGNMENT CHECK 

• WELDING 

• DIAGNOSTICS 

 

UNIT C, BATH ROAD 

ASHCOTT, SOMERSET 

TA7 9QL 

 

We’re located behind the 

Premier Car Wash Business 

 

 

                  

    -     

• ALL MAKES & MODELS REPAIRED 

• SPECIALISTS IN AUDI, BMW, MERCEDES & 

VOLKSWAGEN 

• MOT’S 

• SERVICING & REPAIRS 

• AIR CONDITIONING, SERVICING & REPAIRS 

• WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

UNIT C, BATH 
ROAD 

ASHCOTT, SOM-
ERSET 

TA7 9QJ 

Monday to Fri-
day 
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DO YOU FANCY OUR FISH & CHIPS? 

WE WILL BE AT ASHCOTT VILLAGE HALL  

ON THE FOLLOWING FRIDAYS 

2ND JANUARY 

16TH JANUARY 

30TH JANUARY 

13TH FEBURARY 

YOU CAN ALSO PRE-ORDER BY MESSENGER AND 

WE WILL BE THERE 5:30pm to 8:30pm!! 
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01458 762235   
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We would like to invite you to our W.I meetings.  
They are held on the third Thursday of  the month  

at 7.30p.m in Ashcott Village Hall. 
 

We have a monthly speaker giving talks/demonstrations 
on various subjects. Also during the evening we have fun 
quizzes and a great bookshop selling second-hand books 

for £1. 
 

Tea, coffee and cakes are available during our social time. 
Visitors are very welcome, there is just a £3 charge for 

the evening and refreshments. 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 15th January 2026  7.30pm 
 

SPEAKER: Cathy Hounsell 
 

TALK: Make do and mend 
 

For further information please contact: 
 

ANGELA NUTT (PRESIDENT) 07834454757 
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Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Ashcott 

and the surrounding villages and hamlets 

Happy New Year! I hope you’ve enjoyed a peaceful 
and restful break of some sort over the last few 
days. It was lovely to catch up with some of you 
between Christmas and New Year at your Pub 
Night! 

Firstly, may I thank John Harvey who laid environ-
mentally friendly poppy wreaths (beautifully hand-
made by members of a local WI) on my behalf on 
Remembrance Sunday at All Saints Church in Ash-
cott and at St Peter’s Church in Catcott on 11th No-
vember itself.  

In mid-November, a group of farmers from the constituency visited Parliament, leaving 
very early to come to the protests in Westminster. They had a tour of Westminster Hall, 
both Houses of Parliament, a good breakfast and then were off to join thousands of oth-
ers protesting for a fairer deal for the farming community. My colleagues and I are work-
ing hard to help the Government understand the impact their tax and grant changes will 
make, which as currently suggested may impact Somerset’s tenant farmers and small 
family farms most, or may simply lead to complex schemes to negate the need to pay 
any tax at all. 

Since my last update on what’s going on in Westminster, I’ve questioned Ministers in the 
House of Commons about: 
· the Government’s police review and the large numbers of staff and funding allocated to 
Police & Crime Commissioners’ offices when there are so few local police officers; the 
closure of many courtrooms at Bristol Crown Court to save over 400 sitting days between 
now and March 2025 causing long delays in hearing serious cases; delays in concluding 
cases within the youth justice system 
· restoring the plug in grant for electric car chargers 
· the Post Office’s continuing appalling treatment of victims of the Horizon scandal  
· the financial benefits of having a consistent rolling programme of maintenance and re-
placement for NHS machinery and equipment 
· BT’s slackness in reconnecting the landline for a local couple – identified as priority 
customers - and restoring their old telephone number 
· the illogical classification of people owning four properties as ‘sophisticated’ property 
business owners rather than prudent savers for retirement 
· the late release of Ministers’ meetings and contacts information under the UK’s lax lob-
bying transparency rules 
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I’ve spoken in debates about: 
· making the Environment Agency, Internal Drainage Boards, Council, Rivers Authority 
and other agencies work together to address flooding problems for Somerset’s residents 
and farmers  
· spice spiked vapes 
· the protection of agricultural land  

· the Building Safety Act 2022 and its adverse effect on a group of leaseholders who have 
no legal or financial connections to building developers who used unsafe cladding 
· World Stroke Day - and the power of advertising in alerting people to the actions they 
can take when there’s a medical emergency 

In November, Parliament debated and voted for two Private Members’ Bills – the Termi-
nally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill and the Animal Welfare (Import of Dogs, Cats and 
Ferrets) Bill – better known as the Puppy Smuggling Bill. Both draft Bills now progress 
to Bill Committees with several months of debate ahead, with details discussed line by 
line. If you’d like to know how I voted and why, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

In January, the subjects coming up for debate as Private Members’ Bills include: 
New Homes (Solar Generation) Bill which would require the installation of solar photo-
voltaic generation equipment on all new homes 
Licensing Hours Extensions Bill which would amend the Licensing Act 2003 so that 
licensing hours for events of national significance can be extended more easily 
Fireworks Bill which would change the law on the sale of fireworks 
Climate and Nature Bill which would require the UK to achieve climate and nature tar-
gets and establish a Climate and Nature Assembly 
Gambling Act 2005 (Monetary Limits for Lotteries) Bill which would remove fundrais-
ing limits which prevent charities’ lotteries from giving more money to good causes 

If you’d like more information or have any thoughts on these proposals – or anything else 
I’ve mentioned this month, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  

I’ll be at your next Ashcott Pub Night from 17:30 to 18:30 on Friday 17th January. I’d 
love to meet you; no appointment is necessary and it’s first come, first served. If you can’t 

come to meet me, I’ll come to see you. 

Thank you.  

Tessa 

You can get hold of me in a number of ways:  
Call: 01934 440639 (answerphone for out of office hours)  
Email: tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk  
Text: 07714 599669  
Post: Tessa Munt, Freepost (you won’t need a stamp) 


