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Polden Wheel Church Services April 2026 
Friday 3rd April  Good Friday 
  2.00 Shapwick  Stations of the Cross 
Sunday 5th April  Easter Sunday  
  6.30  Ham Wall  Sunrise Service 
  9.30  Catcott  Easter Holy Communion  
11.00 Ashcott  Easter Holy Communion 
Sunday 12th April  Easter 2  
11.00 Chilton Polden  Informal Worship ** 
Sunday 19th April  Easter 3  
10.00 Shapwick   Café Church 
10.30 Chilton Polden Holy Communion 
Tuesday 21st April 
  7.00 Catcott   A Quiet Service 
Wednesday 22nd April    
10.00 Edington  Holy Communion 
Sunday 26th April  Easter 4  
  9.30 Shapwick  Holy Communion 
11.00 Burtle    Informal Worship 
11.00 Edington  Informal Worship** 
  6.30 Ashcott    Holy Communion  
Sunday 3rd May  Easter 5  

9.00  Catcott  Holy Communion (BCP)  
                                              – please note the earlier time                                                                                                       

10.0 Moorlinch*   Holy Communion  
. 

 *The new Bishop of Taunton, Fiona Gibson, is taking this service at 
   St. Mary’s Church, Moorlinch and we have been to join them. 
 
** With Polden Praise 
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Chair Pilates class for 45 minutes and then for those that wish to stay, 
30 minutes of socialising  with a cup of tea. Come along with a friend ☺

Fridays; 10.45 am – 12 noon @ 
Ashcott playing fields pavilion - £10 per session 

Please contact Sarah Jones –
07971 056 744

or bodykraft@jonesplace.co.uk
if you wish to sign up for the class. 

Classes will begin on 17th April. 
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Please Note: 

Advertisements  in this publication have not been verified. 

We cannot accept responsibility for the quality or reliability of any 
services / products advertised.  

Readers should make their own checks before proceeding. 

VILLAGE HALL PUBLIC EVENTS 
AT A GLANCE 

 
THURSDAY 2ND APRIL KNIT & NATTER 7-9pm in the Committee 

Room  
(1st Thursday of the month) 
THE REBEL BITES - Greek outside 5:30-
8pm  

 
FRIDAY 3RD APRIL PUB NIGHT & PIZZAS 5:30 -11:00  

(plus Tessa Munt MP Surgery 6-7pm) 
 
FRIDAY 10TH APRIL FANCY FISH & CHIPS outside 5:0 – 8:30 
 
SAT 11TH APRIL   FILM NIGHT Song Sung Blue 7:00 for 7:30 

start 
 (See page9) 
 
FRI 24TH APRIL FANCY FISH & CHIPS outside 5:0 – 8:30 
 
FRI 1ST MAY THE BIG MUSIC QUIZ 7pm for 8pm 

start.  
Bar available (please don’t bring your 
own) 
Fernandos - Shri-Lankan Food outside 
5:30-8pm 
(see page 31) 

Advertisers:                                                                                                                 
Please ensure there is  good contrast between your wording and background when 

submitting a colour design as this magazine is printed in BLACK & WHITE.  

THIS PUBLICATION IS PRINTED BY MILLFIELD PRINT ROOM, STREET, SOMERSET UK 
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 Gardening 
 Lawn Mowing 
 Weeding 
 Hedge Cutting  
 General Maintenance 

 Paths, 
 Decking  
 Roofs 

PRESSURE WASHING: 
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It costs around £26,000 a year to 
make sure it’s there for you to use. 
These costs are for cleaning, utilities 
(gas, electricity, water, broadband), 
insurance, maintenance, and other 
smaller expenses. 
Our regular income (this year 
shown) comes from those who hire 
the Hall (£14,500), a grant from the 
Parish Council (£1,100), solar panels 
(£1,400), and other income, mainly 
donations (£3,700). The remaining 
£6,000 needed to balance the books, 
(not a predictable amount) comes 
from the Panto (this year, £3,400) 
and our own fundraising (£2,400).  
So, we start every year knowing we 
need to find a minimum of £6,000. 

The Panto income and our fundrais-
ing are not guaranteed to be this 
high. As you know, the cost of eve-
rything goes up every year. 
When you see something is being 
organised at the Hall, please do 
come and support it. Events like the 
Pub Nights, Film Nights and some of 
the quizzes all raise money for the 
Hall. Every pound you spend sup-
porting the Hall helps it to keep go-
ing. 
To ensure this facility is here in 
years to come for your birthday par-
ties, receptions, wakes and other 
private events please give the Hall 
your support. 

KEEPING YOUR VILLAGE HALL GOING 
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M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 
 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
 

Bath Road, Ashcott,  
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 

 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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We would like to invite you to our W.I meetings.  
They are held on the third Thursday of  the month  

at 7.30p.m in Ashcott Village Hall. 
 

We have a monthly speaker giving talks/demonstrations 
on various subjects. Also during the evening we have fun 
quizzes and a great bookshop selling second-hand books 

for £1. 
 

Tea, coffee and cakes are available during our social time. 
Visitors are very welcome, there is just a £3 charge for 

the evening and refreshments. 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 16h April @ 7.30pm 
79th Birthday! - Bring & Share Supper  

 
SPEAKER: Heather Eggins 

 
TALK: Belly Dancing 

 
For further information please contact: 

 
ANGELA NUTT (PRESIDENT) 07834454757 
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Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Ashcott and the surrounding hamlets 

Hello everyone, 

Thank you - many of you wrote to 
me about banning social media for 
the under 16s. This is beyond party 
politics. Government must do far 
more to hold social media compa-
nies to account for protecting our 
children and young people, whose 
health and welfare should come be-
fore these giants’ mega-profits. 

Here in Somerset, I joined a South West Ambulance Service crew on shift. It was 
humbling to spend time with this dedicated team and I learned a lot about their 
jobs. The Health Secretary praised our Ambulance Service in Parliament for its 
improved response times in December.  

Whilst at A&E, local Paramedic Science graduates explained how difficult it was 
to find a job. Only 8 of 120 graduates from their year at Uni have found work in 
their chosen field. Back in Westminster, I questioned the Health Secretary about 
this problem, which he acknowledged.  

In Parliament, I’ve asked the Cancer Minister about collecting data so we under-
stand cancer treatment waiting times better – often radiotherapy is followed by 
surgery or by a course of drugs, but only the first treatment target is measured 
which distorts the statistics for response times.  

I voiced my dismay at yet another Government apology for WASPI women as 
Ministers decided not to pay a penny in compensation for the mistreatment of this 
group. At £1,000 to £2,950 for each woman affected, it’s hardly a high cost for 
justice.  

I’ve also asked about:  
* building on flood plains and the risk to future insurance cover for homes  
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* Parole Board hearings, an alleged leak of Court reporting data, planned reduc-
tions in jury trials 
* freehold and leasehold changes for residents in care-led retirement living apart-
ments  
* MPs’ votes on the Gibraltar Treaty  
* treatment for those with severe and very severe ME 
* releasing the records relating to Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor’s appointment as 
a UK Trade Envoy 
* ceasing Bereavement Support Payments after 18 months for widowed parents, 
especially those with very young children 

If you have a concern or question, please contact me or come to a ‘surgery’. The 
most local venues are below, but my office can will you the full list:  
Friday 3rd April from 18:00 to 19:00 at The Pub Night, Village Hall, Ashcott 
Friday 10th April from 11:00 to 12:00 at The Hub Café, East Brent 
Saturday 11th April from 09:00 to 10:00 at The Bluebird Café, Wedmore 
Saturday 11th April from 10:30 to 11:30 at Café Burtle, Village Hall, Burtle 
No appointment is necessary - it’s first come, first served. If you can’t come to 
meet me, I’ll come to see you. 

Thank you. 

Tessa 

 

You can contact me: 
Call:     01934 440639 (answerphone outside office hours) 
Email:  tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk 
Post:    Tessa Munt Freepost (you won’t need a stamp!)  
To keep updated on my work as your MP, find me on Facebook, Instagram, 
Bluesky and LinkedIn. 

You can also contact your Somerset Councillors: 
Matt Martin 07766 382563 matthew.martin@somerset.gov.uk 
Harry Munt 07896 255176 harry.munt@somerset.gov.uk 

mailto:tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk
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01458 762235   
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DO YOU FANCY OUR FISH & CHIPS? 

WE WILL BE AT ASHCOTT VILLAGE HALL  

ON THE FOLLOWING FRIDAYS 

10TH APRIL 

24TH APRIL 

8TH MAY 

22ND MAY 

YOU CAN ALSO PRE-ORDER BY MESSENGER AND 

WE WILL BE THERE 5:30pm to 8:30pm!! 
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UNIT C, BATH ROAD 

ASHCOTT, SOMERSET 

TA7 9QJ 

 

MON TO FRI   8.30am  -  6pm 

SATURDAY  8.30am  -  1pm 

• SERVICING & REPAIRS 
• MOT’S ARRANGED 
• TYRES FITTED & BALANCED 
• AIR CONDITIONING, SERVICING & REPAIRS  
• WHEEL ALIGNMENT CHECK 
• WELDING 
• DIAGNOSTICS 
 

UNIT C, BATH ROAD 
ASHCOTT, SOMERSET 

TA7 9QL 
 

We’re located behind the 
Premier Car Wash Business 

 
 

                  
    -     

• ALL MAKES & MODELS REPAIRED 

• SPECIALISTS IN AUDI, BMW, MERCEDES & 
VOLKSWAGEN 

• MOT’S 

• SERVICING & REPAIRS 

• AIR CONDITIONING, SERVICING & REPAIRS 

• WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

UNIT C, BATH 
ROAD 

ASHCOTT, SOM-
ERSET 

TA7 9QJ 

Monday to Fri-
day 
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THURSDAY 2ND APRIL 
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Please phone to pre-order 07494 809650 
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Sunday 26th April 

The Beacon Centre 

Cancer care 
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28th APRIL   26th MAY & 23rd JUNE 
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Friday 1st May 
5:30—8:00pm 
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Month Meeting Date —7pm On 
Monday the 

Items for the agenda by 
5pm on Tuesday the 

APRIL 20th 14h 

MAY 18th 10th 

JUNE 15th 9th 

AS HCOTT PARIS H CO U NCIL  
Dear All,  

 
Installation of Dog Waste Bins 

The Parish Council have installed 3 dog waste bins in the Parish. 
These are red bins and located 

in Chestnut Lane, Whitley Lane and Pedwell Lane. 
Please do not use the general litter bins for dog waste. 

 
Reporting potholes & highways issues 

Please report these direct to County Highways on the link  
below. The Parish Council has no ‘short-cut’ 

method of reporting them. Given the detail required you can the 
pinpoint the precise location of the fault 

you wish to report when filling in the online form. 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-

a-problem-on-the-road/ 
 

Be Safe, Be Seen 
Concern has been raised that in low light it is difficult to see 

people walking in the road. 
Please ‘Be Safe, Be Seen’. The evenings are drawing out but the 

light is still disappearing quickly at 
sunset – so please take care. 

 
The Parish Council's new email address is    

clerk@ashcottparishcouncil.gov.uk.     
 

Dates for Upcoming Meetings 

mailto:clerk@ashcottparishcouncil.gov.uk
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The following activities listed below regularly take place in the Village. A 
contact name and telephone number are also given for those requiring fur-

ther information on any activity. 

Ashcott Ladies Rounders Team Ali Evans 210828 

Ashcott Village Hall  Committee Debbie Shingler                210947      

Ashcott Parish Council Vicky Young  860827 

Ashcott Garden Club Trish Hulatt 210861 

Playing Field Pavilion Bookings Paula Willoughby 210523 

Ashcott Youth Football Colin Macpherson 07921210364 

Avalon Stitchers  Daphne Willis 07484101425 

Coffee Morning - Ashcott Church Marion Folkes 211246 

Ashcott Garden Show Kay Wensley 210973 

Line Dancing (U3A) Elaine Robertson 01458 840252 

Miles & Hurman Trust Sandra Frampton 210050 

Baby & Toddlers Paula Willoughby 210523 

Retired Men’s Breakfast Club Ian Bagg 210770 

Pantomime Sue Wilton 210585 

Ashcott Beer Festival Duncan Cameron 210713 

Short Mat Bowls Jenny Todman 210437 

Table Tennis Peter Rendle 210583 

Table Tennis (U3A) Wendy Fouracres 07890604059 

Village Agent Main Line 01823 331222  

W.I. Angela Nutt 210889 

All Saints Church  John Harvey 210562 

Ashcott Church Bell Ringers Henry Routley 210238 

VILLAGE ACTIVITIES 
 

If there are any other activities which you may be interested in,      
and would possibly like to help organise, please contact                              

the Chair:  Debbie Shingler on  01458 210947 
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Hi folks,  

The former Bishop of Durham, David Jenkins, famously compared belief in the 
bodily resurrection  s   “conjuring trick with bones”. It w s   clever sound-bite 
which stirred plenty of debate. However, I think he was fundamentally 
misguided in what he said, in so many ways.  

It’s cle r fro  the gos els th t the 
resurrection that was witnessed by 
the disciples was indeed bodily. In 
Luke’s gos el, the resurrected 
Jesus ate a piece of broiled fish; in 
John’s gos el, Tho  s (the 
doubter)  l ced his h nds in Jesus’ 
wounds.  

The point of the bodily 
resurrection is that it shows that God is supernaturally sovereign over even 
death itself. Even the evil th t led to God’s own son dying on the cross was 
defeated. The physicality of the resurrection means that we can recognise it as 
an objective, historical event – not just some kind of group hallucination.   

We may struggle to make sense 
of the evil going on in the world 
today – but if God has shown 
that he can defeat death itself, 
then we can have hope, despite 
whatever fear we may be 
experiencing as a result of global 
politics. 

Every blessing,  
Rich Tweedy  
vicar@poldenwheel.co.uk  

When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and feet… He asked 
them, “Do you have anything here to 
eat?” They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, and he took it and ate it 
in their presence. [Lk 24:40-43, NIV] 


